














IN MEMORIAM

Craig Kurzrock was a mental health
technician Il at the Jack Mabley
Developmental Center (Mabley) in Dixon
for more than 14 years. He passed away
suddenly on August 26, leaving behind
a legacy of service, both to his clients
and to his union brothers and sisters

in AFSCME Local 172. We asked those
who knew Craig to share some of their
memories with On the Move.

Tell us about Craig.

He loved our clients more than anything. Every
one of the clients at Mabley wanted Craig to take
them to their doctor’s appointments, because
they knew when Craig was taking them, that
meant McDonald’s on the way home. A lot of our
clients are very scared to go to the doctor, but
they actually looked forward to going when Craig
would take them. Every year, he would buy the
whole home new Halloween costumes, whether
the center had the money to pay for them or not.
When the fund didn’t have money, he would pay
for them out of his own pocket. — Tawny Proulx

What did Craig love
about his job?
He loved making a difference and making an

impact on the clients’ lives. Craig felt like he was
part of their family, and they felt like they were
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part of his. At Mabley, we don't
see them as clients really. We
consider them our brothers,
sisters, sons, daughters, and
Craig really embodied that.

— Kim Piskie

His work, both at Mabley and
with the union, completed him.
It was his world. When he got
to see the peo-
ple he cared
for at Mabley
achieve a new
goal, that meant
everything to
Craig. He would
be so happy for
the individual,
and if he knew
they were more capable, he would push them to
achieve more. He advocated just as hard for the
individuals in his care as he did for the union. This
work completed his life. I've never met someone
with a heart as big and as true as Craig’s.
— Tawny Proulx

He loved giving back. He wanted to go to work
and give a piece of himself to the job every day.
He had such a generous nature.

— Jared Harshman

How did Craig impact
your life?

You could always count on Craig. He was always
there for you when you needed it. If another local
needed something, he was there. He wanted to
help people understand the union contract and
help people understand their rights. He was there
for them when they needed a voice, and that
meant a lot to him. If there was something going
on in the community where he could lend a hand,
he was there. He always showed up no matter
what. — Jared Harshman

What did the union
mean to Craig?
At one time in Craig’s life, he worked in Louisi-

ana for a non-union company. They had to work
seven days a week with no benefits, no health

insurance, bad pay and no voice. He told me,

“I never want to see anyone work for a company
like that.” It stuck with him, that people could be
treated so unfairly, so unjustly. He believed in the
power of unions so much that he took personal
days to go to Wisconsin when they were fighting

"This work
completed his
life. I've never
met someone
with a heart as
big and as true
as Craig’s."

the attack on collective bargaining there. He was
all pro-union. He gave extra money beyond his
regular dues. He wore his AFSCME jacket with
pride. — Tawny Proulx

Craig played a huge role in the operations of our
local’s PEOPLE program because he knew how
important political involvement is to our center
and to all state employees. He always made a
point to make sure that everyone was up to date
and knew what was going on in the political
arena. — Lynette Roach

How did Craig embody
solidarity?

Craig was the voice and fist of solidarity. He
walked picket lines, parades, door-to-door knock-
ing campaigns, phone banking, rallies, everything.
He did this because he believed in what is right.
He only wanted Mabley, this state and this coun-
try to be a better place. Years ago, when Gov.
Quinn tried to close our center, Craig played a
huge part in campaigning, petitioning and educat-
ing the community on Mabley and how the loss
of our employees would impact this community.
Without Craig's hard work and the hard work of
many others, | don't know if our center would still
be here today. — Lynette Roach =



