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RETIREE NOTES

Budget fully funds 
Community Care 
Program 

The Community Care Pro-
gram that provides home health 
care for seniors is fully funded 
in the FY17 and FY18 state 
budgets. 

AFSCME retirees worked 
as part of the Illinois Alliance 
of Retired Americans (IARA) 
to beat back a harmful 31% cut 
pushed by the Rauner Adminis-
tration. 

The IARA held actions 
across Illinois, with AFSCME 
retirees attending and speaking 
about the importance of home 
health care. Due to the hard 
work of advocacy groups, the 
Community Care Program will 
continue to provide seniors with 
the care they need. 

Privatized benefit 
administration 
doesn’t work for 
retirees

The Rauner Administra-
tion’s zeal to privatize the 
administration of group health 
benefits via a hastily-imple-
mented contract with a Cana-
dian firm—Morneau Shepell—
has resulted in a multitude of 
mistakes in the administration 
of the state’s health insurance 
program. Many of those errors 
have created major problems 
for SERS and SURS retirees (see 

page 7 for more on this story.)
The CMS Benefit Choice 

period for non-Medicare retirees 
concluded on May 31. Given all 
the problems that have arisen 
as a result of Morneau Shepell’s 
errors, AFSCME is recommend-
ing that all non-Medicare eligible 
retirees who participate in the 
CMS Group Health plan carefully 
review your benefit information 
and monitor your pension check 
deductions regularly to ensure 
there are no errors. 

If you experience any prob-
lems or have any questions, con-
tact the MyBenefits Marketplace 
Service Center at 844-251-1777 
and AFSCME Council 31 Direc-
tor of Research and Employee 
Benefits Martha Merrill at 312-
641-6060.

Ruth Meyer: A 
woman of distinction 

The YWCA of Alton hon-
ored AFSCME retiree Ruth 
Meyer, a Sub-Chapter 59 trust-
ee, with this year’s Women of 

Distinction Award. Honorees 
were selected based on their 
boundless commitment to com-
munity through their service to 
others and their compassionate 
leadership to help improve the 
quality of life for everyone in 
their communities. 

Meyer has excelled in advo-
cacy both in and out of the work-
force. She dedicated 18 years of 
public service to the Department 
of Children and Family Services 
as a child welfare specialist, 
while also serving as steward for 
AFSCME Local 1805.

After retiring, Meyer was 
a Peace Corps volunteer during 
the civil war in Nicaragua, volun-
teered with the Red Cross during 
the Oklahoma City bombings, 
and worked as a street medic 
during the Ferguson protests. 

“I was born a social worker 
and I will die a social worker,” 
Meyer said. “I represent and 
stand up for people because it is 
the proper thing to do.”

Health care victory

Americans held strong and 
beat back Republican efforts to 
repeal and replace the Afford-
able Care Act (ACA), an assault 
that posed a particular threat 
to millions of America’s senior 
citizens. 

GOP Senators voted on a 
motion to proceed, which is a 
procedural step to continue to 
aggressively repeal and replace 
the ACA. This vote passed nar-
rowly, 50-51, with Vice President 
Pence casting the deciding vote 
to continue to debate the repeal 
legislation. 

Following the motion to 
proceed, GOP senators attempt-
ed, and failed, to pass an amend-
ment on July 25, which included 
repealing the ACA without a 
replacement. 

Other amendments that 
failed to get enough votes to 
pass included a “skinny” repeal, 
which would have eliminated 
the employer mandate to offer 

health care to employees in addi-
tion to any individual mandate. 
Repealing the ACA and making 
cuts to Medicaid would have 
harmed 9 million seniors that 
rely on the ACA for health care. 
Some 874,000 Illinoisans faced 
losing their health insurance if 
the repeal legislation became 
law.

“This effort failed because 
thousands and thousands of 
Americans—including AFSCME 
members who are on the front 
lines of our health care system—
made themselves heard loud and 
clear,” said AFSCME President 
Lee Saunders. 

“With phone calls, emails, 
rallies and more over the last 
several months, they demand-
ed that their elected officials 
in Washington represent their 
views. And they will continue to 
raise their voices until Congress 
abandons any effort to destroy 
the nation’s health care system.”

Members of AFSCME Retirees Sub-Chapter 67 (Kane County) at their regular meeting.

Sen. Andy Manar joined members of AFSCME Retirees Sub-Chapter 87 (Decatur) at their regular meeting.

Retirees: Update Your 
Information Today!

Knowledge is a powerful arsenal as we prepare for upcoming 
battles. Communication fosters solidarity. Make sure you are up to 
date on crucial information effecting changes and threats to your 
retirement security. 

If your personal information has changed, please fill out the 
information below and mail it to: 

AFSCME Retirees Chapter 31
615 South Second
P.O. Box 2328 
Springfield, IL 62705

Contact Information Change Form 
Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________________

Email:  ________________________________________________________________________________________

Cell Phone*  _______________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone:  ____________________________________________________________________________

*  I want to receive text alerts from AFSCME Council 31.  
Standard message and data rates apply.


